
19 

CHAPTER V—NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION 

Part Page 
501 Organization and delegation of powers and duties .. 23 
509 OMB control numbers for information collection 

requirements ........................................................ 28 
510 Information gathering powers ................................. 28 
511 Adjudicative procedures .......................................... 34 
512 Confidential business information .......................... 60 
520 Procedures for considering environmental impacts 68 
523 Vehicle classification .............................................. 84 
525 Exemptions from average fuel economy standards 87 
526 Petitions and plans for relief under the Automobile 

Fuel Efficiency Act of 1980 ................................... 91 
529 Manufacturers of multistage automobiles .............. 92 
531 Passenger automobile average fuel economy stand-

ards ...................................................................... 96 
533 Light truck fuel economy standards ....................... 98 
534 Rights and responsibilities of manufacturers in the 

context of changes in corporate relationships ..... 103 
535 3-year carryforward and carryback of credits for 

light trucks .......................................................... 104 
537 Automotive fuel economy reports ........................... 106 
538 Manufacturing incentives for alternative fuel vehi-

cles ....................................................................... 111 
541 Federal motor vehicle theft prevention standard ... 114 
542 Procedures for selecting light duty truck lines to 

be covered by the theft prevention standard ........ 120 
543 Exemption from vehicle theft prevention standard 122 
544 Insurer reporting requirements ............................... 125 
545 Federal motor vehicle theft prevention standard 

phase-in and small-volume line reporting re-
quirements ........................................................... 130 

551 Procedural rules ...................................................... 132 
552 Petitions for rulemaking, defect, and noncompli-

ance orders ........................................................... 138 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 11:32 Dec 04, 2007 Jkt 211214 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 8008 Sfmt 8008 Y:\SGML\211214.XXX 211214m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 C
F

R



20 

49 CFR Ch. V (10–1–06 Edition) 

Part Page 
553 Rulemaking procedures ........................................... 142 
554 Standards enforcement and defects investigation .. 153 
555 Temporary exemption from motor vehicle safety 

and bumper standards .......................................... 155 
556 Exemption for inconsequential defect or non-

compliance ........................................................... 162 
557 Petitions for hearings on notification and remedy 

of defects .............................................................. 164 
563 Event data recorders ............................................... 165 
564 Replaceable light source information ..................... 173 
565 Vehicle identification number requirements .......... 177 
566 Manufacturer identification .................................... 182 
567 Certification ............................................................ 183 
568 Vehicles manufactured in two or more stages—All 

incomplete, intermediate and final-stage manu-
facturers of vehicles manufactured in two or 
more stages .......................................................... 190 

569 Regrooved tires ....................................................... 192 
570 Vehicle in use inspection standards ........................ 193 
571 Federal motor vehicle safety standards .................. 204 
572 Anthropomorphic test devices ................................ 943 
573 Defect and noncompliance responsibility and re-

ports ..................................................................... 1095 
574 Tire identification and recordkeeping .................... 1108 
575 Consumer information ............................................ 1119 
576 Record retention ..................................................... 1152 
577 Defect and noncompliance notification .................. 1153 
578 Civil and criminal penalties .................................... 1163 
579 Reporting of information and communications 

about potential defects ........................................ 1166 
580 Odometer disclosure requirements .......................... 1189 
581 Bumper standard ..................................................... 1199 
582 Insurance cost information regulation ................... 1202 
583 Automobile parts content labeling ......................... 1203 
585 Phase-in reporting requirements ............................ 1215 
586 [Reserved] 
587 Deformable barriers ................................................ 1228 
588 Child restraint systems recordkeeping require-

ments ................................................................... 1237 
589–590 [Reserved] 
591 Importation of vehicles and equipment subject to 

Federal safety, bumper and theft prevention 
standards .............................................................. 1238 

592 Registered importers of vehicles not originally 
manufactured to conform to the Federal motor 
vehicle safety standards ....................................... 1249 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 13:00 Dec 03, 2007 Jkt 211214 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 8008 Sfmt 8008 Y:\SGML\211214.XXX 211214m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 C
F

R



21 

Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT 

Part Page 
593 Determinations that a vehicle not originally man-

ufactured to conform to the Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards is eligible for importation ... 1262 

594 Schedule of fees authorized by 49 U.S.C. 30141 ......... 1276 
595 Make inoperative exemptions ................................. 1280 
596–599 [Reserved] 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 13:00 Dec 03, 2007 Jkt 211214 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 8008 Sfmt 8008 Y:\SGML\211214.XXX 211214m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 C
F

R



VerDate Aug<31>2005 19:14 Nov 28, 2007 Jkt 211214 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 8008 Sfmt 8008 Y:\SGML\211214.XXX 211214m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 C
F

R



23 

PART 501—ORGANIZATION AND 
DELEGATION OF POWERS AND 
DUTIES 

Sec. 
501.1 Purpose. 
501.2 General. 
501.3 Organization and general responsibil-

ities. 
501.4 Succession to Administrator. 
501.5 Exercise of authority. 
501.6 Secretary’s reservations of authority. 
501.7 Administrator’s reservations of au-

thority. 
501.8 Delegations. 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. secs. 105 and 322, dele-
gation of authority at 49 CFR 1.50. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 26258, July 12, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 501.1 Purpose. 
This part describes the organization 

of the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) through As-
sociate Administrator, Regional Ad-
ministrator and Staff Office Director 
levels and provides for the performance 
of duties imposed on, and the exercise 
of powers vested in, the Administrator 
of the NHTSA (hereafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Administrator’’). 

§ 501.2 General. 
The Administrator is delegated au-

thority by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation (49 CFR 1.50) to: 

(a) Carry out the following chapters 
or sections of Title 49 of the United 
States Code: 

(1) Chapter 301—Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty. 

(2) Chapter 303—National Driver Reg-
ister. 

(3) Chapter 305—National Automobile 
Title Information System. 

(4) Chapter 321—General. 
(5) Chapter 323—Consumer Informa-

tion. 
(6) Chapter 325—Bumper Standards. 
(7) Chapter 327—Odometers. 
(8) Chapter 329—Automobile Fuel 

Economy. 
(9) Chapter 331—Theft Prevention. 
(10) Section 20134(a), with respect to 

the laws administered by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administrator 
pertaining to highway, traffic and 
motor vehicle safety. 

(b) Carry out 23 U.S.C. chapter 4, 
HIGHWAY SAFETY, as amended, ex-
cept for section 409 and activities relat-
ing to highway design, construction 
and maintenance, traffic control de-
vices, identification and surveillance of 
accident locations, and highway-re-
lated aspects of pedestrian and bicycle 
safety. 

(c) Exercise the authority vested in 
the Secretary by section 210(2) of the 
Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
7544(2)). 

(d) Carry out the Act of July 14, 1960, 
as amended (23 U.S.C. 313 note). 

(e) Administer the following sections 
of Title 23, United States Code, with 
the concurrence of the Federal High-
way Administrator: 

(1) Section 141, as it relates to certifi-
cation of the enforcement of speed lim-
its. 

(2) Section 153. 
(3) Section 154(a), (b), (d), and (e). 
(4) Section 158. 
(f) Carry out the consultation func-

tions vested in the Secretary by Execu-
tive Order 11912 (3 CFR, 1976 Comp., p. 
114), as amended. 

[60 FR 43029, Aug. 18, 1995] 

§ 501.3 Organization and general re-
sponsibilities. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration consists of a head-
quarters organization located in Wash-
ington, DC, and a unified field organi-
zation consisting of ten geographic re-
gions. The organization of, and general 
spheres of responsibility within, the 
NHTSA are as follows: 

(a) Office of the Administrator—(1) Ad-
ministrator. (i) Represents the Depart-
ment and is the principal advisor to 
the Secretary in all matters related to 
chapters 301, 303, 305, 321, 323, 325, 327, 
329, and 331 of Title 49 U.S.C.; 23 U.S.C. 
chapter 4, except section 409; as each 
relates to highway safety, sections 141, 
153, 154(a), (b), (d) and (e), and 158 of 
Title 23 U.S.C.; and such other authori-
ties as are delegated by the Secretary 
of Transportation (49 CFR 1.50); 

(ii) Establishes NHTSA program poli-
cies, objectives, and priorities and di-
rects development of action plans to 
accomplish the NHTSA mission; 

(iii) Directs, controls, and evaluates 
the organization, program activities, 
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